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J onathan Brandon Jones was born on March 17, 1986 to Terry and Marjorie Jones.

His siblings, Angela, Melissa, and Christopher were older and were quite taken
with the blonde-haired blue-eyed baby who loved to laugh. He became everyone’s

favorite. The Jones family lived in Ruidoso, New Mexico, a mountain community in

a pine forest. Jonathan was an outgoing child and was constantly making friends with
the other small children at his siblings’ little league games. Wherever he went, if he

saw a body of water, he had a very strong compulsion to find a rock and throw it in. It
didn’t matter if it was a lake, river, ditch, puddle, or pothole, if there was water, a rock

would be found, and a small splash would be made. He would watch it with a look of

satisfaction, and then go about whatever else his precocious heart desired, usually
finding as many rocks as he could and tossing them with glee.

Jonathan was entertained by others, especially his siblings and his cousins. His cousin
Dylan was born 2 and a half months after Jonathan and was his best buddy for life.

No matter what the family occasion, if Jonathan and Dylan could get together, there

was joy for everyone. They played, talked, bantered, broke a china cabinet, and did as
much together as two cousins who lived far apart could do. When they were very

little and would go to the Olive Garden together, we’d see 20 little fingers, each with a
black olive at the end of them like little fingernails. If Jonathan was at a restaurant

without his best bud, then he would entertain himself by making little helicopters
with his silverware, putting the knife between the fork tines and using that as a toy.

When Dylan’s parents presented him with a baby brother, David became part of the

trio. The boys just loved being together and enjoyed playing around the family farm
in Texas, where their grandpa would sometimes let them ride in the tractor or take

them in his pick-up truck to look at the cotton fields. Other times, the boys would go
to Dylan and David’s house for a few days or to Jonathan’s house where they played

in the forest.
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As he grew, he had to deal with his older siblings moving away to school. He showed

the sarcastic wit that is a hallmark of the Joneses. You could count on a surreptitious
bit of snark from Jonathan which resulted in laughter from those lucky enough to be

next to him. Some memorable Jonathanisms came during the big life events. When
his grandmother Ellen passed away, it was a hard time for everyone. We started

shelling pecans as it was a constant activity at the farm. Jonathan took to his dramatic,

funny self and saying in his best southern old lady voice, “Can I offer you some
pecans during these troubling times?” He always had the ability to make people smile

through their saddest moments.
He attended Nob Hill and White Mountain Elementary schools in Ruidoso. During

the winter, he enjoyed the ski days where they would eat burritos on the way up to

the mountain and have a fun half day on the slopes.
When the family moved to Lakeland, Jonathan was in middle school and had a

difficult time adjusting until he made a group of friends that he treasured and
enjoyed the rest of his life. He joined band and drama and enjoyed being able to

express the artistic side of himself. Early in his freshmen year at George Jenkins High

School, he tried to impress his newfound friends one morning by running and
sliding spreadeagle through a large puddle on the school grounds. His father

received a call from the principal telling him to come pick up Jonathan because was
sitting in his office dripping all over his floor. The ride back home was somber as

Jonathan knew there was a severe punishment coming. His father certainly delivered
by telling him to confine any future swan diving experiences to swimming pools.

After graduation from George Jenkins High School, he attended the University of

Florida in Gainesville where he took classes towards his Biology major, eventually
graduating from the University of Central Florida. During his time at UF, he lost

some of his joy and fell into a depression. He struggled with depression for several
years. Ultimately, he sought help with a therapist, finally finding the one who was

able to help him through this dark time. He spent a lot of this time temping in the

summers at WellCare Health Plans where his sister worked. Eventually he was able to
get a job permanently with the Product Materials team working on the Annual

Notice of Changes Programming team. This team for the final 2 years of his life were
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a second family to Jonathan, helping rebuild his confidence and reminding him of

how bright he was and how much he loved being part of a team.
Through his therapy, work, friendships, family, and his new focus on getting fit, he

was able to regain the joy that he had in childhood. He was able to remain at the top
of his performance despite the growth of the tumor that all too quickly claimed his

life.

He loved Halloween Horror Nights, Dungeons and Dragons, video games, riding
roller coasters with arms raised, and singing along with literally any song playing at

the moment from the time he could talk. Jonathan enjoyed the multiple vacations he
had taken with his family and had developed a love of music festivals with his

friends, especially Electric Forest which he spoke of with an almost reverence.

The Lord bless you and keep you;
The Lord make his face to shine upon and be gracious to you;
The lord lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace.
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Visitation

Gentry-Morrison Funeral Homes - Southside

Chapel

1727 Bartow Road, Lakeland FL 33801

Funeral Service

Gentry-Morrison Funeral Homes - Southside

Chapel

1727 Bartow Road, Lakeland FL 33801
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Tuesday, May 23, 2023

2:00 PM ET
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Gentry-Morrison Funeral Homes shared a Video.

May 22 at 11:40 AM

KC Kc posted:

Jon is hiking back with us from observation point in Zion NP by moonlight. Everyone is sharing Native

American monster folklore with the rest of the party so everyone is nice and freaked out. We notice a

lone hiker is making their way up from the trail behind us by flashlight and it’s looking like they will

overtake us and Jon just matter of factly says “skinwalker.” So we all dutifully outpace the mystery

hiker to the parking area, you know just in case.It was a pleasure to have known Jon and always

uplifting to be around him no matter the circumstance. I will always be grateful for all the great

film/comic/game/band recommendations and the simple joy of his company. He will be sorely missed

by all, thank you for all the good times brother.-Kevin

May 26 at 8:29 AM

DA Darius posted:

Jonathan, I want to say thank you for all the horror movies and video game conversations we had.

Also thank you being a great work family member.Darius

May 23 at 12:43 PM
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AW Angel Williams sent a virtual gift in honor of Jonathan.

Dear Jones Family,I am so sorry for your family’s loss. Jonathan -aka- Huggy Bear,

is one of the kindest people I have know. We were truly blessed to have him as part

of our work family. I don't say the word "family" lightly. During the off-season, our

team participated in a virtual meeting every day because we simply enjoy each

other's company. During these daily meetings, our team bonded; laughed, cried, joked, and talked

about everything under the sun. We’d even say, "I LOVE YOU" when we logged off for the day. He was

the perfect fit for our team and always had a growth mindset. I'll miss being sharpened by Jonathan.

I'll miss his sense of humor, kindness, humility, patience, love for music, cool funky shoes, and sweet

demeanor. At work Jonathan was a gentleman of few words, so when he spoke up, we knew not to

question him because what he had to say was solid. It was a joke amongst our team "Never question

Jonathan." I could go on and on about how great he is, but you already know. Melissa and family,

thank you for sharing him with us. I thank God for blessing our team with such a fantastic human. I am

a better human because of him!Rest in peace, Huggy Bear! I know you are enjoying the biggest

concert in heaven because that's where the good people go! Til we meet again, save a spot for

me!Love and peace,Angel

May 22 at 8:55 AM

Anonymous sent a Country Basket Blooms to the Jones family.

May 23 at 6:55 AM

Anonymous sent an Emerald Garden Basket to the Jones family.

May 22 at 8:35 PM

Anonymous sent a Fairest of All to the Jones family.

May 22 at 12:51 PM
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Anonymous planted a Memorial Tree in honor of Jonathan.

May 22 at 12:51 PM

Anonymous sent a Blue Caribbean Bouquet to the Jones family.

May 22 at 12:09 PM

Anonymous sent a Beautiful in Blue to the Jones family.

May 22 at 12:09 PM

Anonymous sent a Dreams From the Heart Bouquet to the Jones family.

May 22 at 8:55 AM
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Gentry-Morrison Funeral Homes shared a Video. May 22 at 11:40 AM
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring Jonathan by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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